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VARKHE CRARDRONT

Left, Wil Murray's painting If They Battled &
Home from his ghow at Galerie PUSH. Right,
apening of his show at the Galerie de Bellefeuille,
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ax With The Curater | Would Buy It But Spill It On The Way
Jirn Dine with his painted bronze Pinocchio geulpture at the
where hie works include The Ice Cream Man #1 centre).

Jim Dine - in very few words

Reticent artist lets
his work do the talking
at Galerie de Bellefeuille

CHRISTINE REDFERH
SEECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

i e is the artist who made

those two big bronze hearts that

gtand an Sherbrooke St owtside

ihe Montreal Museum of Fing
Arte Lastweslk, Dine was in bowm to
artend the opening of his exhibition
at Galerie de Bellefeullle. Jacques
and Helen Ballafenille, who opened
heir gallery 30 vears ago, an: huge
fans of his art. Having Jim Dine
corme to Montreal for the opening,
safd Helen Bellefeuille, was "a
dream come true, We had to keep
pinching ourselves.”

Dine has been a big name in the |

art world since he rose to fame as

one of Mew York's pop artists in the |

19605, Since then, he is best known
for His series of paintings, prints
and sculptures featuring hearts,
bathrobes and Pinocchio. The cur-
rent exhibition Includes many ex-
amples of these subjects

The following excerpts are from
our conversation last weak - the

i _pome of which was actually quite

funny, though it was a bit like
pulling teeth. Dine is not very inter-
tn ol o bbb alhenif bis art or an

people loaked at the pictares.
o e e

Another artist whose work fea-
tures expressive brushstrokes and
bright colours is local artist Wil
Murray, a semi-finalist in last year's
RBC painting competition. His
paintings and collages look like the
mutant grandchildren of Jim
Dine's generation - a sedoctive
mashup of abstract expressionism,
pop art, Looney Tunes and beat po-
etry Murray says his current exhi-
bition, We Pet Your Cat to Death,
pays homage to “the 17-year-old
screaming inzide me” When [
asked what that teena@er Was say-
ing, Murray responded that the
message oscillates batween “F—
vou!l" and “Sell Out!™

Murmay’'s sense of oy comds
through not only when he talks
abayt his work but also in the work

itself and his quirky poetic titles.
Revelling in the acquisition of a
brand-new jigsavw, Murray in this
exhibition takes acrylic paint to
new helghts. He applies it in drips,
blobs and sheets, draped over three-
dimensional forms extreding from
the painted surface. Don't expect to
see a flat, rectangular shaped can-
vas in this bocy of work.

Jim Dine continues until Oct. 7 at
Galerie de Ballefeuille, 1367 Greene
Ave. For more information, call
514-933-4406 ar go to www.
debellefeuilla.com.

Wil Murray continues until Oct. 11
at Calarie PUSH, 5264 5t. Launent
Elvd. Far more information, call
514-544-3079 or go to www.
galeriepush.com.
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